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EDITORIAL NOTES. 


It is our painful duty this week to announce the 
death of another leading man in the profession. 
Mr. William Woods, of Wigan, diedjon Saturday, 
January 31st, at the age of 65. The deceased 
gentleman graduated at Edinburgh in 1854, and was 
one of the many students of Professor Dick who 
seemed to carry away with them from the Clyde 
Street College a large share of the forcible personal 
characteristics of their teacher, as well as a sound 
veterinary education. Mr. Woods joined the Body 
Corporate in 1866, amongst the first of the Highland 
Society men who, for the sake of unity, accepted our 
diploma. His merits were soon recognized. He 
was elected a Fellow and held the positions of Vice- 
President and Examiner for some years. In his 
official capacities he gave every satisfaction and 
earned the respect and esteem of all who knew him. 
As a practitioner Mr. Woods established a great 
reputation in Lancashire, whilst outside his calling he 
obtained an amount of love and respect which falls 
to the lot of few of us, of which the notice we ex- 
tract from the local press speaks more fully. 


It is announced that Professor Kuch has left 
Berlin for Egypt, and will probably not return till 
April. Itis to be hoped that the absence of the 
Professor will not militate against our chances of 
obtaining sufficient lymph to test its diagnostic and 
therapeutic action upon animals. Our delegate to 
Berlin has not yet, we believe, set out on his quest, 
but probably a little judicious delay will not vause 
‘any great waste of time in arriving at a final estimate 
of the direct value of the discovery to veterinarians. 


An interesting discussion has been carried on for 
Some weeks past iu the columns of the North British 
Agriculturist by Professors Williams and McCall and 
Mr, Finlay Dun, as to the merits of Counter-irritants 
‘4s agents in the treatment of chest affections, The 

nahn cannot yet be considered complete and we 
therefore refrain from any comments, contenting our- 
selves by simply offering our readers a reprint of the 
most salient points of the controversy. When the 
ineeting of the North of England V.MLS. takes place 
bre a hope to obtain more light on this question, 
a 7 nr McCall is then to deliver a lecture ou it, 
which follows will materially as- 
widely adopted : eeorate for and against this very 


In our correspondence column Professor Walley 
refers to the subject of Scholarships, but only so far 
as concerns the action of the Council. We do not 
think he quite grasps the obstacle to his proposal. 
The majority of the Council are not deterred by the 
expense, as evidenced by their resolution to put aside 
an annual sum for the purpose. What they do 
hesitate at is granting money for a purpose for which 
no one has yet produced a workable scheme. What 
is wanted is an outline of the best method to be 
adopted in furtherance of the general wish that pro- 
vision be made to enable our best students to continue 
their education a stage further. or to enable picked 
men to devote time to some original investigation. 
It may be easy to carry out the details of a scheme 
but we bave yet to obtain a satisfactory scheme and 
we should be only too glad to give space to any 
suggestions which would further the work. It is 
quite certain that nothing will be done until some 
practical ideas are embodied, and the profession must 
show their interest in the matter before the Council 
will commit themselves to any large expenditure of 
money. We should be glad if Professor Walley 
would initiate a mevemeut in this direction. 


We believe the difficulties in the way of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons taking a direct part 
in the Hygienic Congress are being overcome, and 
that some mere clerical error accounts for our having 
apparently been overlooked. It is certain that no 
disrespect to our profession was intended, and that 
we were on the original list of bodies to be invited. 
In the sectional divisions a number of our leading 
men are engaged, and it now only remains for the 
College to take its place alongside the Royal College 
of Surgeons and other bodies interested in the move- 
ment. We must be represented by delegates uf whom 
one of course will be our President, and the choice 
of the other will lie with the Council. If special 
experience and practical training in investigations 
of the kind required by the Congress be the guide 
to our Council’s choice their selection must fall upon 
Professor Axe who is so closely identified with quite 
a number of outbreaks of disease said to have been 
conveyed by milk from animals to man. 


The Scheme of the Registration of Farriers has 
now taken practical form, but our space prevents us 
giving the details this week. In our next issue we 
shall lay before our readers the suggestions and rules 
drawn up by the Registration Committee, and we 
velieve they will meet with general approval. No 
less than 700 applications for registration have al- 
ready been received, so that our chief fear of failure— 
the apathy of the farrier—has been proved groundless, 
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CASES AND ARTICLES. 


CASE OF EXTREME ROARING. 
J. Roatre Cox, F.R.C.V.S. 


Whilst fellow students were making merry at my 
numerous notes I little thought those early records 
might survive to interest any but ourselves. We 
saw, at the London Veterinary College, an extreme 
case of roaring in an old Yorkshire carriage horse, 
one of the breed which was as plentiful as black- 


berries in those days—animals sixteen to seventeen 


hands, bay with black points, and hardly a white 


hair. Each large North Country fair supplied hun- 


dreds, and the jobmasters’ stables were full of them, 
as like as pears in a bushel. When these horses 
had completed aristocratic service they were turned 
over to all sorts of cart work, and many might also 
be seen in the pair-horse hackney coaches which 
plied on the cabstands. I have not seen one of the 


been getting so much worse that the mere procedure 
of putting on the harness occasioned what they 
called the “brain attack.” Latterly also a pecu- 
liarity and difficulty in urinating had been observed. 

The clinical demonstration.—The horse was trotted 
in hand at a jog. when the noise in inspiration im- 
mediately began, and it increased at every yard. 
Before completing twice the length of the ride he 
came to a standstil), sweated profusely, the legs all 
abroad and tottering, the tail hanging limply down, 
urine and foeces passing involuntarily, the neck was 
lowered, the nostrils widely dilated, the eyeballs 
partly hidden by the protruding cartilage, the pulse 
at the rate of nearly 200 to the minute. In a few 
seconds he fell, struggled violently, the eyeballs 
still more covered, and the urine running away. 
Whilst down Professor Spooner performed trache- 
otomy, which stopped the noise. In a quarter of an 
hour the horse got up, and was presently led back to 
his box. Examined half an hour later, he was 
standing quite tranquil, respiration 40 in the minute, 


kind for years, and the breed seems to have become 
as extinct as the ‘“ Dodo”— its place being usurped 
by that crested fraud, the foreigner. 

It was January 21st, 1849, and I well remember 
how some of us bustled across the green expectant 
to find a bull arrived at the gateway for admission 
so loud was the bellow we were hearing, but it 
proved to be this old horse, thus distressed in his 
wind by his walk to the College. 

He was placed in one of the back boxes and left 
undisturbed. On the following afternoon he was 
breathing without noise; his pulse was 40, and he 
appeared in no way unwell. He was led to the ride 
for our clinical instruction. This is the history 
which was related: he had been for a long time 
working in a dust-cart, and was purchased for the 
are at Dixon’s Horse Repository, in Barbican, 

ing known to be a roarer at the time. About six 
weeks before heb egan to show,as it was said, peculiar 
symptoms, and it was supposed that he was affected 
by some brain disease, because be made such a loud 
noise and would fall down in his work. He had 


through the tube. and free from noise, the’pulse/102 
the beats of the heart being heard at a short distance 
off; hay being offered was eaten with appetite. 
The next day, the 23rd, appetite good, pulse 46; 
and whilst watching I observed that he had difficulty 
in staling, lifting up his hind legs, and looking 
round. He was trotted on the ride again, as yester- 
day, but now breathing through the tube, and none 
of the symptoms occurred, a large quantity of thick 
urine was removed by the catheter. On the 25th 
was trotted out, as before, with the tube open, and 
no symptoms. The tube was then closed, and when 
he had trotted the length of the ride three times, all 
the conditions recurred as on the first day’s tri. 
The horse threatened to fall, but the tube being 
opened instantaneous relief was afforded. : 
He was destroyed, and the post-mortem examina 
tion was thus recorded : “The only abnormal con- 
ditions were the entire absence of all the mus¢ : 
on the left side of the larynx, and thickening of the 
internal surface of it. In the bladder a quantity ° 


sabulous deposit.” 
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PHYSOSTIGMINUM AS A THERAPEUTIC 
AGENT IN IMPACTION OF THE BOWELS. 


By Henry C. Reexs, Pupil, Spalding. 


Reading in the different journals, and hearing from 
time to time the many contrary opinions as to the 
reputed Therapeutic action of this drug, I beg to be 
allowed to mention two cases received into our In- 
firmary during the last fortnight. 

(Case 1.) A light cart mare (10 years old) ad- 
mitted about 7 a.m. and apparently suffering from 
impaction of one of the large intestines accompanied 
by a greal deal of tympany. 

Pulse about 55, respirativun a little hurried, and 
on being turned into the box the mare shewed all 
the usual symptoms of severe abdominal pain and 
was evidently suffering a greal deal. On applying the 
ear to the abdomen, however, not the slightest mur- 
mur of the intestines could be heard. 

The usual remedies were at once resorted to, viz :-— 
7 drachm Purging Ball and a drench consisting of 
Spt. Ammon. Ar. ijf3 and Spt. Aitheris Nit. ijfs. 

The animal however gaining no ease all day and 
the pain obviously increasing, about 5 p.m. a full 
dose of Physostigminum ijf3 was injected into the 
jugular vein. After an interval of about twenty 
minutes the animal shewed evident signs of uneasi- 
ness, walking round the box, anxiously looking to- 
wards its flank and pawing from time to time with 
the fore feet. Respiration now became very hur- 
ried, pulse being about 70, there were frequent, and 
profuse escapes of gas (per anum) and on auscuta- 
tion the murmur of the intestines could now be 
plainly heard. At last, after much groaning and 
frequent attempts, an amount of hard foeces was ex- 
pelled and from a half-an-hour to an hour after the 
injection frequent evacuation of foeces took place at 
intervals of a few minutes, each becoming softer and 
softer until the animal appeared as though it were 
suffering from the effects of an overdose of physic. 
These symptoms, however, gradually subsided and 
left the res free from all abdominal pain what- 
ever. The animal, I must add, was ina state of ex- 
treme exhaustion but perfectly quiet, offering to pick 
a little hay and eat a few mouthfuls of corn. 

During the next day the mare appeared to be 
greatly nauseated by the drug and a great deal of 
fever was noticeable, bat all these symptoms 
gradually disappeared, and in three days she was 
discharged cured. This case is the more remarkable 
from the fact that the mare was punctured four times 
(twice each side) to allow the escape of gus. 

(Case 2.) A heavy cart horse exhibited every 
symptom that the above did, having been affected 
more or less all day, and was brought tu the Infirmary 
about 8 p.m. 

A dose of physic was administered and the 
drench, as in previous case, but without waiting 
for the action of the medicine a full dose af Phy- 
Sostigminum was injected intravenously, and within 
twenty minutes all the symptoms as mentioned in 
= preceding case were noticed, but in a more mar- 

ed degree. After an hour-and-a-half the horse was 


free from every symptom of pain but greatly ex- 
hausted. 

My father says he has noticed that in all cases 
when he has used this drug, it leaves the patient 
greatly exhausted, with an increased temperature 
and more or less irritable state of the bowels for a 
few days. 

These two cases are not of an exceptional charac- 
ter, but in all cases of impaction where this drug 
is used previous to any signs of inflammation it is 
almost certain to bring about a favourable change, 
and my father assures me that during the time he 
has used it (now 5 or6 years) it has nearly always 
brought about the desired effect. 


By Joseru M.R.C.V.S. 


The term Glycone will, no doubt appear new to 
most of the readers of The Record, as this remedy 
has lately been brought before the public for the 
immediate relief of constipation, being glycerine in 
the form of suppositories, but cone shaped at both 
ends, and containing 955/, of pure jglycerine; they 
are covered with a waterproof coating thus resisting 
damp and retaining their property for an indefinite 
period. They are prepared by Eli Lilly, Indian- 
opolis, Ind; aud Mr. John M. Richards, 46 Holborn 
Viaduct, London, E.C., is the sole agent. The 
adult sizes are the ones I have used. Having ob- 
served the beneficial results derived from them in 
Human practice | thought they might be applicable 
to our Canine friends, and anything new in the way 
of therapeutics to the former is generally shared 
with equal results in the latter. I inserted one into 
the rectum of a terrier dog suffering from constipa- 
tion and in fourteen minutes a profuse discharge of 
foeces was ejected without pain or the least incon- 
venience. Others used varied more or less. 

The value of Glycerinejin the form of an enema for 
constipation has for some time been known and 
practised by our medical brethren, generally given in 
3ij doses and injected into the rectum by means of a 
small glass or vulcanite syringe with a long nozzle, 
the bowels generally acting within 15 minutes, The 
valve of glycones over the enemata is—they are 
easier to apply, doing away with the use of a syringe, 
their size being small they are easily and painlessly 
introduced, and their action which is unfailing 
takes place in a short time after their application. 
They are particularly useful in cases where medi- 
cine by the mouth is not advisable—this being 
a great advantage amongst some of our pets. 


‘EXTRAORDINARY CASE OF URAMIC 
POISONING IN A COW. 


On Sunday, January 25th, at 11 a.m., as I was 
attending to a case at a farm, I was shown a cow 
which was supposed to be off her feed, but on en- 
quiry I learned from the owner that the day before 
at about 3 p.m., the cow, whilst in the act of mic- 
turition, was suddenly frightened by the cowman, 
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which caused her to stop. and since then she 
had not been seen to micturate. 

On examining the cow I found her presenting the 
following symptoms : head hanging down, eyes dull 
and heavy, conjunctiva reddened (congested), ex- 
tremities icy cold, coat staring, pulse small and weak, 
temperature 99 F., with the flow of milk entirely 

first of all tried to pass catheter. but could not 
get it further than the urethra, for I found that there 
seemed to be a stoppage, which 1] thought to be near 
the neck of the bladder, but after certain manipula- 
tions I managed to get catheter into bladder, with 
the result that only about half a pint of urine 
passed through catheter. I then gave her a stimu- 
lating draught, and ordered her to have half a pint 


, of whiskey given her two hours after, and to be 


rubbed with liniment on extremities ; and then told 
owner I should call again in the evenirg. But 
two hours after the cow began to blow, in fact, from 
what I learned from cowman, presented symptoms 
of suffocation, and dieu half an hour after. 

Next day (Monday) I made a post-mortem ex- 
amination with the following result: On opening 
abdominal cavity bowels were seen to be in a healthy 
condition ; bladder was found perfectly empty, with 
internal membrane congested, and patches of con- 
gestion on outside; on opening urethra it was found 
deeply congested near neck of bladder; kidneys 
slightly congested ; heart altogether empty of blood, 
with tricuspid and bicuspid valves intensely con- 
gested (blackened) ; lungs perfectly healthy; brain 
slightly congested; spleen was seen to be in an 
extraordinary large size; other organs healthy. 

From these post-mortem symptoms I concluded 
that death was due to re-absorption of urine, the 
result of contraction of muscle at neck of bladder 
caused by the sudden fright. I simply state this 
case as being rather unusual, and being the first of 
the like I have seen. 

M.R.C.V.S. 


The following letter accompanied the above case :— 


Dear Sirs, 

Herewith I enclose a written statement of a case, which 
occurred in my practice: 1 send it you, and leave it to your 
judgment whether you find it fit for insertion, as I see you 
are only glad to have some sent you. 

Yours, &c., M.R.C.V.S. 


THE FELLOWSHIP AND ''HE NEW CHARTER 


There seems to be some diversity of opinion in 
the profession as to the best way of doing justice to 
the members in our New Charter and at the same 
time preserving the dignity of the Fellows. The 
majority of the profession are in favour of simply 
granting every member the right to sit on the 
Council if elected to it. A small minority wish to 
maintain existing arrangements, which give to the 
Fellows the sole right of representing the profes- 
sion. Another group argue that the \tight pro- 
ceeding is to admit to equal political rights only 
— members who were on the Register prior to 

76. 


It is very important that we should assume a de- 
finite position on these points, and make up vur 
minds before next election of councilmen what re. 
form is best for the Body Corporate. The ques. 
tion at issue is very simple. Between doing nothing 
on the one side, and granting complete political 
equality on the other there can be nv» question. If 
there were no other policy than these two we need 
not trouble to discuss the subject. Those in favour 
of reform are in the proportion of 200 to 2 against 
the status quo. We need only discuss the sug. 
gestion that the reform should apply merely to those 
members registered before 1876. 

The facts are these— prior to 1876 every one who 
obtained a diploma had equal rights in the profes- 
sion. Every one could vote for members of coun- 
cil,and every one had the power to be elected to 
any office—either as councilman or examiner. 

In 1876 the Council obtained a supplemental 
Charter which established ‘a higher degree, to be 
called Fellowship.” This degree was a step in the 
right direction; because it instituted an examina. 
tion to be passed not less than five years after ob- 
taining the membership. Such a “pass” bore on 
the face of it evidence that each successful candidate 
had not neglected the science of his profession, but 
had kept himself abreast of all new discoveries and 
added to his acquirements by careful observation in 
practice. The Council who obtained the 1876 
Charter were men of the world, and had not failed 
to notice the terrible apathy shown by the profes- 
sion to all matters not connected with material per- 
sonal advantage. ‘They assumed that the mere pos- 
sesion of “a higher degree” would not be a sufii- 
cient inducement to some men to qualify for it; 
they recognised that the honours and appoinments. 
of the profession did inspire some little ambition in 
afew of its members, and they decided to make 
these honours and appointments unattainable except 
through the portal of the Fellowship. The move 
was clever; and that it was not altogether miscal- 
culated is shown by the number of men who to-day 
hold the Fellowship solely to. enable them to hold 
offices, and who value it for no other reason. Times 
have changed--other men, other ideas—and the 
men who have more recently entered the profession 
now value the Fellowship for its intrinsic worth; 
they recognise it asa higher degree, apd are not satis- 
fied that it should possess an extraneous value, or 
that it should be a source of discord by conferring 4 
privilege quite outside of its scope and object. 

For the average man who held a diploma before 
1876 it might have been wise to make the Kellow- 
ship his only means of gaining office or professiona 
distinction. For the recent graduate this arrange- 
ment has nocharm. He is willing to work for “a 
higher degree ” for its own sake and he is quick to 
recognise the injustice of establishing two classes of 
practitioners—one entitled to sit on the representa- 
tive governing body of the profession, the other not s° 
entitled. If the Fellowship examination attempt 
in any way to test the fitness of candidates _ 
seat on our Council, it might be argued that Fel- 
lows possessed superior attainments for that honour. 
But it does not—it merely indicates a standard 0 
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scientific and professional eminénce, or to be 
strictly correct, is it supposed to. 

The proposal to grant the restoration of rights 
only to members prior to 1876 is based upon the 
illogical reasoning, that these members were un- 
justly deprived of their rights but that those mem- 
bers who joined the profession since 1876 must ac- 
cept the position they found, and put up with any 
inferiority that existed when they obtained their 
diplomas, This reasoning is very fallacious and rests 
solely upon the notion that members of a society 
have no right to alter or improve the rules that ex- 
isted on their entry. Such a notion adopted by a 
nation would mean absolute stagnation, such a notion 
adopted by a little private society would mean strug- 
gling on under rules which were found injurious but 
which, because they existed, were to be treated as un- 
alterable. No intelligent human beings would sub- 
mit to such trammels. If it can be shown that the 
members prior to 1876 have sound reasuns for ob- 
jecting to the privileges of the Fellows, it must 
follow that the same reasons are applicable to those 
who became Members in 1877 or in 1887. If dis- 
cord arises between the older Members and Fel- 
lows, discord will arise between future Members and 
Fellows. We must endeavour always to prevent 
discord in the profession, and direct our efforts per- 
sonally and collectively to give a practical meaning 
to our motto—vis unita fortior. A New Charter 
must be a bond of union or it is not worth having. 
It must do justice to the member of 1875 and to 
the member of 1895—it cannot do this if we are to 
frame our ideas of justice and expediency on the fic- 
tion that because a law existed it must be main- 
tained unaltered and unalterable. The question 
really is—What is best for the profession? the 
answer is not far to seek—Unity of ideas and in- 
terests! We must have equal political rights— 
equal power to elect or be elected on the representa- 
tive body. Equality so far we demand. but we are 
all willing to allow a mark of superiority to those 
who work and learn and show their results in passing 
a higher examination. For these our collective 
recognition should be a sufficient reward, without 
their wishing to retain sole rights'to every office and 
every honour. 

What is good for the goose is good for the gander, 
and what is fair to the man who passed prior to 
1876 is fair also to the man who passed since that 
date. _We must remember this when we fill up 
our voting papers in April, and we shall then ensure 
the triumph of justice and common sense. 

A 


Kyoss Prevent Gorine.—A very ingenious knob 
or fixing on the horns of cattle to prevent them from 
Fomine each other has been invented by Mr. Gibbs of 

ymigton. The knobs consist of a metal socket with 
an internal screw and thread, and these are firmly 
screwed on to thehorn. An india-rubber bulb is then 
pressed over the back of the socket, and catches in a 
ure made to receive it. The knobs have been very 
kes on in Mr. Gibb’s district, and 

out a i 

Dtove very necful patent for them, as they are likely to 


Royal College 
of Weterinarp Surgeons. 


-§PECIAL MEETING OF COUNCIL, {HELD 
JANUARY 20rn, 1891. 


Present :—Dr. Fleming; Professors W. Axe and 
Pritchard ; Messrs. J. D. Barford, J. Roalfe Cox, Hunt- 
ing, Mulvey, R. Trigger, Walters, Wragg, G. Thatcher 
(Solicitor), and A. W. Hill (Secretary). 

On the motion of Mr. Barrorp, seconded by Mr. Trie- 
cer, Dr. Fleming was voted to the,chair. 

The SxzcreTary read the notice convening the 
meeting. 

On the motion of Mr. Mutvey, seconded by Mr. Bar- 
FoRD, the minutes of the previous meeting were taken as 
read and confirmed. 


ABSENTEES. 


The Srcrerary announced that letters regretting 
inability to attend had been received from Professor 
McCall, Mr. Briggs, Mr. Malcolm, and Mr. P. Taylor. 


CoRRESPONDENCE. 


The Secretary read a letter from Professor McCall 
expressing the opinion that Latin should be taken in 
the obligatory subjects in the new bye-laws, without 
either French or German being mentioned. 

The SecrRETARY was instructed to write to the Presi- 
dent to the effect that Latin had been passed at the last 
meeting as an obligatory subject, and either French or 
German. 


CONFIRMATION OF New ByE-LAws AND REGULATIONS. 


The Regulations for the Examination of Veterinary 
Students in General Education which|were passed at last 
Council meeting were confirmed and will come in force 
on and after the 1st September, 1891. 

The following was also confirmed :-— 

“ That Bye-law 48 be altered by adding to the invest- 
ments authorised for the funds of the College, mortgages 
on real securities in England and Walos, or on heritable 
property in Scotland, or on bonds, mortgages, or deben- 
tures of incorporations or incorporated companies pay- 
ing dividends on their ordinary stock, in accordance 
with Regulations 17 of the Charter of 1876 and the 
Trusts Investment Acts.”’ 


Notice or Morron. ' 


Mr. Mutvey gave notice of his intention to move— 
“ That the latter part of clause 4 be left out, from the 
words ‘ United Kingdom,’ viz. ‘ provided that all these 
examinations include the obligatory subjects as laid 
down by the Royal College ;* and in addition to that, 
that Part II (all the optional subjects) be left out.”’ 


SPECIAL MEETING. 


A sPECIAL meeting was held at the conclusion of the 
confirmatory meeting for the purpose of appointing dele- 
gates to represent the College at the forthcoming Inter- 
natidnal Congress on Hygiene and Demography. 

The Secretary read several letters that had passed 
between Professor McCall and Mr. Ernest Clark, the 
Secretary of the Royal Agricultural Society, with refer- 
ence to the name of the President being inserted on the 
Committee and asking his aid. The President had, he 
said, sent on the correspondence to him (the Secretary), 
desiring him to lay it before the meeting. Anens & 
papers so sent was a circular containing information as 


to the objects of the Congress, from which it appeared 
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that a section had been set apart to consider such sub- 
jects as the following : “Comparative Etiology,” “The 
Relation of the Diseases of Animals to those of Man,” 
“ Infectious, Parasitic, and other Diseases communicable 
from Animals to Man;” and that Professor G. T. 
Brown had been appointed Vice-President, with Mr. 
Duguid as one of the joint Secretaries. A letter had 
been sent by him to one of the Hon. Secretaries of the 
Congréss at the request of the President, to the effect 
“that the circular of December last had only just come 
under his observation, and that it would come under the 
consideration of the Council at a special meeting; and 
that he had no doubt delegates would be appointed to 
represent the College at the Congress; and that a sub- 
scription would be given to the fund being raised to 
defray expenses.” Amongst the names of the medical 
and other societies and corporations that had been asked 
to send delegates that of the Royal College of Veteri- 
nary Surgeons did not appear. 

The CHarrMAN thought it was a peculiar ‘thing that 
the College should be left out in the cold in such a mat- 
ter. He felt it most acutely. 

Professor PrircHarD said his suggestion was that 
they should remain out in the cold. 

The CuarrmaN said he felt very much the same. 

Mr. Watters thought it would only be becoming on 
the part of the College to have nothing whatever to do 
with the Congress. 

The Cuarrman thought Professor Bfown should have 
said something for their profession with regard to the 
matter. It would bea [grave oversight for them to go 
there, and discuss such matters as were included in the 
i oremaas under the auspices of an Agricultural 

ociety. He did not think it had any direct relation 
to agriculture at all. 

Mr. Huntine considered it undesirable that they 
‘should entirely wipe themselves out in the matter from 
the eyes of the public; it would be a pity for them not to 
be represented in a congress like this. If it was not too 
late he thought they ought to follow out the suggestions 
of their President. According to his letter Professor 
McCall had nearly arranged with the Congress Com- 
mittee that he would take part in it, and he thought it 
only right that the Council should back him up. 

Professor PRITCHARD understood the President only to 
ask that the matter should be brought to the notice of 
the Council. 

The CwarrMAN confessed that he did not like the pro- 
fession left out in such a subject. They were simply 
now being brought in as a.kind of afterthought to assist 
in discussing certain matters. The College ought to 
have been considered in the organization of the Con- 


ess, 

PritcHarp thought that the Organising 
Committee might answer, that as Professor Brown and 
Professor Duguid were officials in the section, the Col- 
lege was represented. 

Mr. Mutvey thought that, however that might be, 
the profession was left entirely out in the cold in the 
matter. 

Mr. Watters said that Professor Brown was probably 
holding his position from his official capacity, and not as 
a member of the Royal College. 

Mr. Roarz Cox agreed with Mr. Hunting that it was 
better not, on the spur of the moment, to reject any 
association whatever with the Congress. 

The Szcretary said the matter began by the Presi- 
dent writing to him and asking that the matter should 
be laid before the Council. 

Mr, Mutvey believed the Président wrote to Mr. 
Ernest Clark. That was how the whole matter began. 
The President asked that the College might be allowed 
to ag ree in the Congress. 

Mr. Huntine said that the President had positively 


accepted a position on the Committee. He should 
propose that the Council, through the Secretary, should 
write to Mr. Clark, asking him whether it was too late to 

lace the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons on the 

ist of other bodies, and stating that if it were not too 
late the College would be glad to act with and further 
the objects of, the Congress. Mr. Ernest Clark, as far 
as he could find out, was really the prime mover in the 
matter. 

The CuarrMan said that that was not so, as his name 
did not even appear on the original circular. 

Mr. Barrorpv thought that, in deference to their 
President, they could not do otherwise than back him 
up in his wish that they shonld join in and support the 
Congress. 

Mr. WALTERS Sg that if they wrote such a letter 
as was suggested by Mr. Hunting they would be humilia- 
ting themselves and degrading the profession. 

Mr. Huntine said that the probability was that every 
other society had done so at the proper time. 

Professor Axe said he felt, with the general body of 


| the Council, very keenly the position in which they were 


placed. It appeared to him to be not exactly the posi- 
tion they should be if they had received that amount of 


| consideration and courtesy which the Organising Com- 


mittee should have shown them. He thought they 
could make no complaint against the Royal Agricultural 
Society or anybody else. 

The CHarrMaAN said he would like the President to 
act in ‘the matter. He maintained that the College 
had a dignity to uphold, especially in discussing such a 
matter as this. 

Mr. Barrorp suggested that at the earliest possible 
date the Secretary should communicate with the Presi- 
dent and explain to him the exact feelings of the gentle- 
men round the table, as they considered that they had 
been deeidedly neglected and passed by, and that the 
matter should be left in his hands. 

The Cusrrman thought they were not in a position to 
discuss the matter then, and ho would propose that the 
meeting should be adjourned. He did not feel inclined 
to arrive at any decision then. The President 
should be communicated with as to the result of the 
meeting. 

This was agreed to, and the meeting adjourned 
sine die. 


EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 


ARE BLISTERS HURTFUL OR BENEFICIAL ! 


The North British Agriculturist. has published 4 
number of letters on this question which, though rather 
popular in their manner of treatment, are sufficiently 
interesting for an extract. They commence by the 
following from the Veterinary Editor (Mr. Finlay Dun) 


Professor Williams deprecates the use of blisters 
diseases of the chest, especially in horses. Theory and 
practice,he declares, alike condemn them. In his Principles 
and Practice uf Medicine he states, “For many years 
have held that the application of the so-called counter- 
irritants, whether they be cantharidine blisters, mus 
turpentine, or other powerful irritant, is not only - 
but dangerous in the earlier stages, and uncalled hd 
when convalesence is progressing favourably. In ho 
earlier stages they ‘add to the distress, prevent the 
dom of the respiratory movements, and increase © 4 
the fever and the fibrinous condition of ‘the blood Pe 

cantharidine blisters, the cantharidine of ry a 
absorbed into the blood, induce a condition of 
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poisoning, characterised by albuminuria and great pros- 
tration, and by irritating the urinary passages, increase 
both the distress and the fever,” page 15. 

This indictment is much too sweeping. While severe 
indiscrimate blistering should rightly be denounced, are 
all blisters to be tabooed as “not only useless but dan- 
gerous?” Are the | gee majority of competent practi- 
tioners, human and veterinary, who continue to pre- 
scribe blisters both in surgical and medica: cases, trifling 
with or injuring their patients ? This is incredible. The 
Professor appears to us fallaciously to found his ana- 
themas against the use of blisters on the results of their 
injudicious abuse. 

Professor Williams’ charges against blisters are too 

néral to be accepted without large qualifications. 
They are stated “ to add to the distress.” This is mat- 
ter of opinion. In common with many others, we have 
frequently seen a dressing of mustard or of other irri- 
tant applied externally, relieve the cough, difficult 
breathing, and other symptoms of sore throat and 
bronchitis in horses. Most of us have personally realised 
the benetits of counter-irritation by smart friction, by 
mustard, and by cantharides,in throat and chest com- 
plaints ; and the lower animals, although their feelings 
cannot always be so readily ascertained, from similiar 


‘treatment doubtless experience similiar relief. “ Free- 


dom of respiratory movements ”’ is said to be prevented. 
This only occurs when irritant dressings are of inor- 
dinate strength, or applied over an unduly Jarge area, 
blunders which sensible practitioners carefully avoid. 
Neither the fever nor the fibrinous state of the blood 
are increased, as it is urged, when counter-irritants are 
properly used. Indeed, fever is often notably abated by 
warming the skin surfaces with a counter-irritant. 
Vascular dilatation is thus induced, which notably cools 
the surface of the body, and hence blisters, instead of 
causing fever, rank as febrifuges. “ Blood-poisoning 
albuminuria and prostration ” undoubtedly sometimes 
occur, as averred, from the application of large powerful 
cantharides blisters: but, a:though this may be wise 
warning against svch heroic treatment, it constitutes, as 
already pointed out, no adequate evidence against the 
proper use of the remedy. ith as much reason might 
a glass of sherry or of whiskey and water be stigmatised 
as dangerous to human beings, because some ignorant 
persons have died from nervous shock immediately after 
swallowing a tumbler of raw spirits. 

Not ouly do the records of clinical experience justify 
the use of blisters, but sound physiological explanation 
can be given of the manner in which they overcome 
morbid processes. When a tissue is inflamed the minute 
capillary vessels become paralysed and dilated, and 
hence a retarded stream of blood flows through them. 
But around the inflamed spot, as a natural effort to 
overcome this retarded movement, increased circulation 
occurs. When a blister is applied to parts contiguous to 
the seat of inflammation, as to the skin overlying an in- 
flammed pleura, by reflex action, the dilated inflamed 
vessels are contracted, and the natural effort to over- 
come this obstructed capillary circulation is assisted. 
The blister thus developes and furthers the increased 
functional activity, which lessens the vascular congestion, 
tension, and pressure, as well as the pain of the inflamed 
part. In this manner relief is afforded in the earlier 
of inflammation. In later stages, in which the 
fessor the blister to be “ uncalled for,” 
~y enhanced functional activity produced by the blister 
mann medical and surgical cases, exerts a further 
nan in promoting absorption of outpoured products of 

ae Such curative results are abundantly 

; ag in clinical practice, alike amongst men and 
anim i, and, moreover, are not readily obtained by any 
other mode of treatment than blistering. 


Professor Williams replied in the next issue by a 
letter, from which we take the following : 

In your last issue, I am for the first time attacked in 
front as to my written opinions and ideas upon the action 
of blisters ; but your contributor go rather too far, and 
the title of the controversy should be, ‘Are Blisters 
Hurtful or Beneficial in Acnte Diseases of the Chest.’ 
As already quoted, I condemn them, and maintain every 
word of that quotation. 

Your correspondent states :—‘ Most of us have person- 
ally realised the benefits of counter-irritation by smart 
friction, by mustard, and by cantharides, in throat and 
chest complaints; and in the lower animals, although 
their feelings cannot always be readily ascertained, from 
similar treatment doubtless experience similar relief.’ 
In my younger days I, like your correspondent, believed 
all this, and have occasionally seen what seemed to be 
marked relief of distressing symptoms brought about by 
mustard or other sharp irritant; but I have seen many, 
many instances where much harm has been done ; res- 
piratory movements increased, febrile excitement inten - 
sified, and a fatal result brought by this line of treatment ; 
and have also seen, and continually do see, many cases of 
lung congestion subside without any irritating applica- 
tions to the sides ; and the result, which in the past could 
have been attributed to the irritant, is now seen to be 
gained by other and more humane means. 

Your correspondent again says :—‘ When a blister is 
applied to parts contiguous to the seat of inflammation, 
as to the skin overlying an inflamed pleura, by reflex 
action, the dilated inflamed vessels are contracted, and 
the natural effort to overcome this obstructed capillary 
circulation is assisted.’ How does your contributor know 
all this? has he ever seen what effects a blister applied to 
the skin has upon the pleura? Until he can give positive 
evidence of the correctness of the above quoted assertion, 
his theories and speculations can be kept at home with 
very great advantage to the rising generation of veterin- 
ary practitioners. 

It is very true, as stated by our in your review, that 
I stand almost alone in my condemnation of the pre- 
vailing method of treating chest disease, and at the 
present time this institution is the only college in Great 
Britain in which, what you consider a heresy, is taught ; 


but I do not fear the result of the discussion which you | 


have inaugurated. 

Now, sir, as I am very busy, I cannot say very much 
more ; but this I will say, that for at least twenty-eight 
years I have not used a pound of mustard, nor have I, in 
one single instance, blistered a horse’s sides with can- 
tharides, and with a result eminently satisfactory both 
to myself and clients.—I am, &., W. WILLIAMs. 


Professor McCall then intervened with a long and 
argumentative letter, which we have cut down without, 
it is hoped. spoiling the force of his remarks. 


In his work on ‘ The Principles and Practice of Veteri- 
nary Medicine,’ as has already pointed out by you, al- 
though, not in the same language, he says, ‘ Irritation of 
the sides and breast is injurious in all instances of chest 
disease in the horse, except in a condition presently to 
be described, and for the following reasuns : 

“1st. It cannot and does not remove the internal 
inflammation. Many post-mortem examinations have 
convinced me of this. During the summer of 1878 I 
had a good opportunity of demonstrating this fact to my 
students. A horse newly bought by a dealer died from 
pleurisy, and its value was in dispute between buyer and 
seller. On viewing the carcass, both myself and stu-: 
dents were struck with the violence of the inflammation 
of the skin upon the sides, induced by the repeated appli- 
cation of the irritants. Some of the students having 
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that a section had been set apart to consider such sub- 
jects as the following : “ Comparative Etiology,” “The 
Relation of the Diseases of Animals to those of Man,” 
“ Infectious, Parasitic, and other Diseases communicable 
from Animals to Man;” and that Professor G. T. 
Brown had been appointed Vice-Piesident, with Mr. 
Duguid as one of the joint Secretaries. A letter had 
been sent by him to one of the Hon. Secretaries of the 
Congress at the request of the President, to the effect 
“that the circular of December last had only just come 
under his observation, and that it would come under the 
consideration of the Council at a special meeting; and 
that he had no doubt delegates would be appointed to 
represent the College at the Congress; and that a sub- 
scription would be given to the fund being raised to 
defray expenses.””’ Amongst the names of the medical 
and other societies and corporations that had been asked 
to send delegates that of the Royal College of Veteri- 
nary Surgeons did not appear. 

The CHarrMan thought it was a peculiar ‘thing that 
the College should be left out in the cold in such a mat- 
ter. He felt it most acutely. 

Professor PrircHarpd said his suggestion was that 
they should remain out in the cold. 

The CuarrMan said he felt very much the same. 

Mr. Watters thought it would only be becoming on 
the part of the College to have nothing whatever to do 
with the Congress. 

The Cuarrman thought Professor Brown should have 
said something for their profession with regard to the 
matter. It would bea [grave oversight for them to go 
there, and discuss such matters as were included in the 
programme, under the auspices of an Agricultural 

ociety. He did not think it had any direct relation 
to agriculture at all. 

Mr. Huntine considered it undesirable that they 
should entirely wipe themselves out in the matter from 
the eyes of the public; it would be a pity for them not to 
be represented in a congress like this. If it was not too 
late he thought they ought to follow out the suggestions 
of their President. According to his letter Professor 
McCall had nearly arranged with the Congress Com- 
mittee that he would take part in it, and he thought it 
only right that the Council should back him up. 

Professor PritcHaRD understood the President only to 
ask that the matter should be brought to the notice of 
the Council. 

The CuarrMAN confessed that he did not like the pro- 
fession left out in such a subject. They were simply 
now being brought in as a. kind of afterthought to assist 
in discussing certain matters. The College ought to 
have been considered in the organization of the Con- 


ess. 
PritcHarD thought that the Organising 
Committee might answer, that as Professor Brown and 
Professor Duguid were officials in the section, the Col- 
lege was represented. 

Mr. Mutvey thought that, however that might be, 
the profession was left entirely out in the cold in the 
matter. 

Mr. Watters said that Professor Brown was probably 
holding his position from his official capacity, and not as 
a member of the Royal College. 

Mr. Roatre Cox agreed with Mr, Hunting that it was 
better not, on the spur of the moment, to reject any 
association whatever with the Congress. 

The Secretary said the matter began by the Presi- 
dent writing to him and asking that the matter should 
be laid before the Council. 

Mr. Mutvey believed the President wrote to Mr. 
Ernest Clark. That was how the whole matter began. 
The President asked that the College might be allowed 
to take part in the Congress. 

Mr. Huntin said that the President had positively 


accepted a position on the Committee. He should 
propose that the Council, through the Secretary, should 
write to Mr. Clark, asking him whether it was too late to 
lace the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons on the 
st of other bodies, and stating that if it were not too 
late the College would be glad to act with and further 
the objects of, the Congress. Mr. Ernest Clark, as far 
as he could find out, was really the prime mover in ihe 
matter. 

The CuarrMAN said that that was not so, as his name 
did not even appear on the original circular. 

Mr. Barrorp thought that, in deference to their 
President, they could not do otherwise than back him 
up in his wish that they shonld join in and support the 
Congress. 

Mr. Watters thought that if they wrote such a letter 
as was suggested by Mr. Hunting they would be humilia- 
ting themselves and degrading the profession. 

Mr. Huntrne said that the probability was that every 
other society had done so at the proper time. 

Professor Axe said he felt, with the general body of 


| the Council, very keenly the position in which they were 


placed. It appeared to him to be not exactly the posi- 
tion they should be if they had received that amount of 


| consideration and courtesy which the Organising Com- 


mittee should have shown them. He thought they 
could make no complaint against the Royal Agricultural 
Society or anybody else. 

The CuarrMAN said he would like the President to 
act in ‘the matter. He maintained that the College 
had a dignity to uphold, especially in discussing such a 
matter as this. 

Mr. Barrorp suggested that at the earliest possible 
date the Secretary should communicate with the Presi- 
dent and explain to him the exact feelings of the gentle- 
men round the table, as they considered that they had 
been deeidedly neglected and passed by, and that the 
matter should be left in his hands. 

The Cuarrman thought they were not in a position to 
discuss the matter then, and he would propose that the 
meeting should be adjourned. He did not feel inclined 


to arrive at any decision then. The President 
should be communicated with as to the result of the 
meeting. 


This was agreed to, and the meeting adjourned 
sine die. 


EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 


ARE BLISTERS HURTFUL OR BENEFICIAL ! 


The North British Agriculturist, has published 4 
number of letters on this question which, though rather 
popular in their manner of treatment, are sufficiently 
interesting for an extract. They commence by the 
following from the Veterinary Editor (Mr. Finlay Dun) 


Professor Williams deprecates the use of blisters 1 
diseases of the chest, especially in horses. Theory and 
practice,he declares, alike condemn them. In his Principles 
and Practice uf Medicine he states, “For many years 
have held that the application of the so-called counter- 
irritants, whether they be cantharidine blisters, nar 
turpentine, or other powerful irritant, is not only use ro 
but dangerous in the earlier stages, and uncalled Md 
when convalesence is progressing favourably. Sr 
earlier stages they ‘add to the distress, prevent the 
dom of the respiratory movements, and increase | 
the fever and the fibrinous condition of the blood ae 
large cantharidine blisters, the cantharidine of ry 
absorbed into the blood, induce a condition of 
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isoning, characterised by albuminuria and great pros- 
tration, and by irritating the urinary passages, increase 
both the distress and the fever,”’ page 15. 

This indictment is much too sweeping. While severe 
indiscrimate blistering should rightly be denounced, are 
all blisters to be tabooed as “not only useless but dan- 
gerous?” Are the t+ majority of competent practi- 
tioners, human and veterinary, who continue to pre- 
scribe blisters both in surgical and medica: cases, trifling 
with or injuring their patients ? This is incredible. The 
Professor appears to us fallaciously to found his ana- 
themas against the use of blisters on the results of their 
injudicious abuse. 

Professor Williams’ charges against blisters are too 

néral to be accepted without large qualifications. 
They are stated “ to add to the distress.” This is mat- 
ter of opinion. In common with many others, we have 
frequently seen a dressing of mustard or of other irri- 
tant applied externally, relieve the cough, difficult 
breathing, and other symptoms of sore throat and 
bronchitis in horses. Most of us have personally realised 
the benefits of counter-irritation by smart friction, by 
mustard, and by cantharides,in throat and chest com- 
plaints ; and the lower animals, although their feelings 
cannot always be so readily ascertained, from similiar 


‘treatment doubtless experience similiar relief. “ Free- 


dom of respiratory movements ” is said to be prevented. 
This only occurs when irritant dressings are of inor- 
dinate strength, or applied over an unduly Jarge area, 
blunders which sensible practitioners carefully avoid. 
Neither the fever nor the fibrinous state of the blood 
are increased, as it is urged, when counter-irritants are 
properly used. Indeed, fever is often notably abated by 
warming the skin surfaces with a counter-irritant. 
Vascular dilatation is thus induced, which notably cools 
the surface of the body, and hence blisters, instead of 
causing fever, rank as febrifuges. “ Blood-poisoning 
albuminuria and prostration ” undoubtedly sometimes 
occur, as averred, from the application of large powerful 
cantharides blisters: but, although this may be wise 
warning against such heroic treatment, it constitutes, as 
already pointed out, no adequate evidence against the 
proper use of the remedy. ith as much reason might 
a glass of sherry or of whiskey and water be stigmatised 
as dangerous to human beings, because some ignorant 
persons have died from nervous shock immediately after 
swallowing a tumbler of raw spirits. 

Not ouly do the records of clinical experience justify 
the use of blisters, but sound physiological explanation 
can be given of the manner in which they overcome 
morbid processes. When a tissue is inflamed the minute 
capillary vessels become paralysed and dilated, and 
hence a retarded stream of blood flows through them. 
But around the inflamed spot, as a natural effort to 
overcome this retarded movement, increased circulation 
occurs. When a blister is applied to parts contiguous to 
the seat of inflammation, as to the skin overlying an in- 
flammed pleura, by reflex action, the dilated inflamed 
vessels are contracted, and the natural effort to over- 
come this obstructed capillary circulation is assisted. 
The blister thus developes and furthers the increased 
functional activity, which lessens the vascular congestion, 
tension, and pressure, as well as the pain of the inflamed 
part. In this manner relief is afforded in the earlier 
stages of inflammation. In later stages, in which the 
ee represents the blister to be “ uncalled for,” 
the enhanced functional activity produced by the blister 
n mauy medical and surgical cases, exerts a further 
pe ve in promoting absorption of outpoured products of 
a: Such curative results are abundantly 

‘ a over, are not readily obtained by an 
other mode of treatment than 


Professor Williams replied in the next issue by a 
letter, from which we take the following : 


In your last issue, I am for the first time attacked in 
front as to my written opinions and ideas upon the action 
of blisters ; but your contributor go rather too far, and 
the title of the controversy should be, ‘Are Blisters 
Hurtful or Beneficial in Acute Diseases of the Chest.’ 
As already quoted, I condemn them, and maintain every 
word of that quotaticn. 

Your correspondent states :—‘ Most of us have person- 
ally realised the benefits of counter-irritation by smart 
friction, by mustard, and by cantharides, in throat and 
chest complaints; and in the lower animals, although 
their feelings cannot always be readily ascertained, from 
similar treatment doubtless experience similar relief.’ 
In my younger days I, like your correspondent, believed 
all this, and have occasionally seen what seemed to be 
marked relief of distressing symptoms brought about by 
mustard or other sharp irritant; but I have seen many, 
many instances where much harm has been done ; res- 
piratory movements increased, febrile excitement inten- 
sified, and a fatal result brought by this line of treatment ; 
and have also seen, and continually do see, many cases of 
lung congestion subside without any irritating applica- 
tions to the sides ; and the result, which in the past could 
have been attributed to the irritant, is now seen to be 
gained by other and more humane means. 

Your correspondent again says :—‘ When a blister is 
applied to parts contiguous to the seat of inflammation, 
as to the skin overlying an inflamed pleura, by reflex 
action, the dilated inflamed vessels are contracted, and 
the natural effort to overcome this obstructed capillary 
circulation is assisted.’ How does your contributor know 
all this? has he ever seen what effects a blister applied to 
the skin has upon the pleura? Until he can give positive 
evidence of the correctness of the above quoted assertion, 
his theories and speculations can be kept at home with 
very great advantage to the rising generation of veterin- 
ary practitioners. 

It is very true, as stated by our in your review, that 
I stand almost alone in my condemnation of the pre- 
vailing method of treating chest disease, and at the 
present time this institution is the only college in Great 
Britain in which, what you consider a heresy, is taught ; 
but I do not fear the result of the discussion which you 
have inaugurated. 

Now, sir, as I am very busy, I cannot say very much 
more ; but this [ will say, that for at least twenty-eight 
years I have not used a pound of mustard, nor have I, in 
one single instance, blistered a horse’s sides with can- 
tharides, and with a result eminently satisfactory both 
to myself and clients—I am, &., W. WILLIAMs. 


Professor McCall then intervened with a long and 
argumentative letter, which we have cut down without, 
it is hoped. spoiling the force of his remarks. 


In his work on ‘ The Principles and Practice of Veteri- 
nary Medicine,’ as has already pointed out by you, al- 
though, not in the same language, he says, ‘ Irritation of 
the sides and breast is injurious in all instances of chest 
disease in the horse, except in a condition presently to 
be described, and for the following reasuns : 

“$1st. It cannot and does not remove the internal 
inflammation. Many post-mortem examinations have 
convinced me of this. During the summer of 1878 I 
had a good opportunity of demonstrating this fact to my 
students. A horse newly bought by a dealer died from 
pleurisy, and its value was in dispute between buyer and 
seller. On viewing the carcass, both myself and stu-: 
dents were struck with the violence of the inflammation 
of the skin upon the sides, induced by the repeated appli- 
cation of the irritants. Some of the students having 
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-been pupils of gentlemen who advocated the “ counter- 


irritation ’’ theory were under the firm belief that no in- 
ternal inflammation could exist when ,the external was 
so marked, The result, however, proved the fallacy of 
the hypothesis, for the pleura was intensely inflamed.’ 

“Now, with all deference to Professor Williams, 1 
see no reason in the case he has instanced warranting 
the deduction that ‘irritation of the sides and breast is 
injurious in all instances of chest disease.’ We are in- 

formed that the animal ‘ died from pleurisy,’ and that it 
had ‘ repeated applications of irritants to its sides,’ and 
that the Professor and his students were ‘struck with 
the violence of the inflammation of the skin.’ 

“ Torture a poor auimal by ‘ep ated applications of 
irritants to his sides,’ and then to Ss ‘struck’ with the 
violence of the local inflammation thus set up! Might 
I ask what the Professor and students expected to find 
under such circumstances? If they had found no in- 
dications of an acute pre-existing ‘inflammation in the 
skin from the ‘repeated applications of the irritants,’ 
then they might have been ‘ struck,’ but not otherwise. 

“ But I ask again, why were they ‘struck?’ and the 
auswer is, they had an idea in their head ‘ that no inter- 
nal inflammation could exist where the external was so 
marked,’ and because they had this idea, ‘ counter-irrita- 
tion of the sides and breast is injurious in all instances 
of chest disease in the horse.’ 

“ But the advocates of ‘ countei irritation’ under given 
conditions, and of whem I willingly confess to be one, 
do not subscribe to the doctrine ‘that no internal in- 
flammation could exist where the external was so mar- 
ked.” How could we, having similar opportunities of 
making post-mortem examinations as Professor Williams. 
and of observing results? Need I tell Professor Wil- 
liams that the actions of ‘ counter-irritants’ rest not on 
the theories or views which professors and students en- 
tertain. They rest on the susceptibility of the body to 
which they are applied, and undoubtedly their action is 
regulated by the influence which they exercise on the 
cell elements vf the tissues to which they are applied, 
and by ‘ reflex action ’ through the nerves on the circula- 
tion. 

“¢2nd. Another argument which tells against blis- 
ters, is the fact that their advocates differ as to the stage 
at which they ought to be applied. One party says they 
cannot be too soon, in order to counteract the internal 
inflammation, by,drawing the morbid action of the blood 
to the surface ; whilst others say that external irritants 
do harm whilst there is any fever present, and that they 
should always be applied after the pulse has fallen and 
when convalescence has commenced, in order to stimu- 
tate the removal of the products of inflammation. I 
however, fail to see the necessity of doing this, for the 
removal of the exudate is a physiological process, best 
accomplished when uninterfered with, and counter-irri- 
tation at this period can only retard the recovery, or, by 
again setting up the febrile condition, bring about a 
fatal termination.’ 

“Here, again, the Professor drags in theories, and 
because they do not square again, declares “ counter- 
irritation is of no use in chest affections,’ and that the 
exudates are best left to be dealt with by the physiologi- 
cal process of absorption ; and then he commences to 
write of the value of hot water applications to the skin, 
and thereafter the application of ammonia liniment to 
the chest; and what, I ask, is this but a pronounced 
nuethod of counter-irritation to the skin of the chest ? 

“ Regarding the exceptional condition to which the 
Professor has referred. he writes : “ There is, however, a 
very rare exception to these objections to external 
stimulants during the second stage of the disease 
{pleurisy) occurring in that condition where the horse 
neither gets better nor worse for several days 
“hangs fire,” as it is commonly termed. In such in- 


stances a weak solution of mustard by gently stimula- 
ting the skin will often induce the beginning of con- 
valescence, and actsasa stimulant tothe whole body. Inno 
condition are counter-irritants beneficial, and in this 
care must be taken not to apply them too strong nor 
for too long a time. If one application does no good it 
is not advisable to apply another, but if the horse seems 
to improve for a time and then relapse, a second or 
even a third application may be advisable.”’ 

“ The Professor thus admits that in the second gs 
of pleurisy, and in what may be called a ‘ critical case. 
counter-irritation with two or three ounces of mustard 
‘will often induce the beginning of convalescence, and 
act as a stimulant to the whole body ;’ and if so ina 
‘ critical case,’ why not so in less severe ones / 

“ While not prepared to testify quite so unreservedly 
to the good effects of two or three ounces of mustard, I 
also have had most favourable results from the applica- 
tion of twelve ounces, but more frequently in the first 
stage of the disease than the second, and if I were only 
called in sufficiently early I would not postpone its ap- 
plication till the second stage. 

* But to proceed ; the third reason assigned by Pro- 
fessor Williams for his antipathy to counter-irritants is 
thus stated: ‘The application of blisters causes pain and 
increases the fever. If applied tothe sides they im- 
pede the respiratory movements by the pain they cause, 
and thus add to the distress and suffering of the 
animal.’ 

“ Now at the first glance these appear to be serious 
objections, but if the so-called blisters be restricted to the 
application of half a pound of mustard to each side of 
the chest and applied to the greater part of the whole 
chest, then I maintain that they are frivolous. Some 
horses ‘ fret ’ much under a sinapism, others very little ; 
but in no case can the pain be severe, judging of what 
personally know to be the action of mustard on the 
delicate skin of the human subject. But admitting 
that the subject experiences pain, that pain only lasts 
for a short period of time (two hours at most), and if the 
after consequences of that suffering should be marked 
relief (asin my own practical experience it is in ninety 
cases out of 100), are we not justified in incurring that 

ain ? 

“ But would ‘ counter-irritation ’ be of any use unless 
it produced a certain amount of ‘ pain’ during its action! 
I think not ; and the action ,of mustard in the quantity 
named and covering the surface specified, in no in- 
stance in all my experience has pained the animal or 
disturbed his breathing to an extent that I considered 
predjudicial to his recovery. I wish my patient to feel, 
and evidence that he does feel, the action of the mustard 
on his chest, and if his pulse and breathing be in no way 
increased, and his chest to the touch of the finger gives 
no evidence of pain, I would very willingly have him 
handed over to Professor Williams to treat, my ex- 
perience in a large majority of such cases being that they 
either die or make a very tedious and imperfect recovery 
So much for the ‘ pain ;’ now for the ‘fever.’ In 
acute chest affections we have fever or increase of tem- 
perature, and as the disease advances so does the tem- 
perature increase, until the ‘acme’ of the disease has 
been reached, when in favourable cases the temperature 
gradually declines and finally becomes normal. Will 
mustard applied under the circumstances detailed 
seriously increase the temperature? It will not. Ina 
healthy horse it does not, and in inflammation of the 
lungs from one half of a degree to a degree will cover It, 
and as it falls again in the majority of cases withiv 
twelve hours, I think it is a point of no consequence. 
Regarding the absorption of cantharadine and the conse- 
quent irritation of the urinary organs, I heartily endorse 
all the Professor has advanced in condemnatiou of its use 
as a counter-irritart in chest affections, but in the West 
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of Scotland veterinarians have never, to my knowledge, 
made use of it; and,speaking for myself, [ have never 
used it or recommended its use to my students for any 
such purpose. 

“To emphasise how little disturbance in pulse, tem- 
perature, and breathing result: from [the application of 
mustard as a ‘ counter-irritant’ in inflammation of the 
lungs, I shall now give the particulars of a case which I 
prominently brought before my students during the pre- 
sent controversy, and which entered the infirmary of the 
College here on the 5th inst. 

“ History —Clydesdale mare, six years of age, has been 
in present owner’s possession for last sixmonths. For the 
past two days has eaten almost no food, and being a quick 
ready mare in her work and kept working, she is much 
‘tucked’ up, and looking excited and exhausted. Before 
handing the mare over to the hospital surgeon for treat- 
ment and observation, I made a careful examination of 
the animal. Her pulse was 92, and weak. Respiration 31, 
and laboured. Temperature within the rectum 10440. 
The mare had walked to the College, a distance of fully 
two miles from her stable, and she was examined within 
a few minutes of arrival. On auscultation the left lung 
was found ‘ crepitating ’ and dull to vesicular sound, and 
at a point distinct ‘friction sound.’ The right lung 
‘vesicular murmer ’ distinct, but harsh and exaggerated. 
' “ Diagnosis.—Pneumonia of left lung, with limited 
pleurisy. 

“ Treatment—An extensive mustard cataplasm was 
ordered to be instantly applied to both lungs, and febri- 
fuge medicine administered, bandage legs, and diet pre- 
scribed. The treatment at 11.30 a.m. commenced with 
the administration of a febrifuge and anodyne drench, 
but before it was administered the pulse, respiration, and 
temperature were again noted, and they ran as follows: 
Pulse 67 ; respiration 32 ; temperature 104-49. In this case 
at 1.30 p.m., two hours from the application of the 
‘counter-irritant ’ the pulse had risen from 67 to 72, the 
respirations from 32 to 44, and the temperature one fifth 
of a degree. But was this disappointing to me? Nay, 
it was the very reverse, and what I wished and hoped to 
find. In three hours the pulse was only one beat, and 
the respirations two movements more per minute, and 
the temperature two fifths of a degree higher than 
before the application of the ‘counter-irritant’ or 
mustard, 

“At 9 p.m. the same day the pulse was 70, respirations 
28, temperature 1042°, so that in ten hours from the 
application of the mustard the respirations had fallen 
from 32 to 28, and the tempe.ature from 104'4° to 104.2°. 

“Following day, Saturday, 8.30 a.m., pulse 56, respi- 
rations 24, temperature 103°. We thus observed that 
notwithstanding the application of as severe a ‘ counter- 
uritant’ as I ever apply or recommend to be applied in 
a chest affection, and which ‘ counter-irritant,’ according 
to Professor Williams, sends up the pulse, increases the 
fever, and disturbs the breathing to an alarming extent, 
we had in twenty-four hours a decrease of 11 pulsations 
and 8 respirations per minute, combined with a fall of 
temperature (fever) amounting to almost 2o. 

Monday, 9 a.m., pulse 42, respirations 18, tempera- 
ture 100-40. The further changes in pulse, respirations, 
and temperature require no comment, and I may just 
add that in a fortnight the mare left the infirmary con- 
ee and to all appearances not much the worse for 

er 
1s for Professor Williams to prove, not to dogmati- 
cally assert without proof, as wig we done, that the 
opinions expressed and written upon the subject of 
counter-irritation ’ and ‘ reflex action‘ are fundamen- 
whet efor? and that he has been in the chest, and ‘ seen 
at elects a blister applied to the skin has upon the 
pleura "—that they are in direct opposition to the ex- 


periments, deductions, and teachings of those who 
advocate their use. 


Then follows Professor Williams, as under : 


Srr,—There are three things besides the challenge in 
your last week’s correspondent’s letter deserving of con- 
sideration—l1st, ‘ But does this success depend upon the 
non-use of blisters? We wot not. It doubtless results 
from a happy combination of judicious, suitable measures, 
hygienic and medicinal. Other practitioners in town and 
country, who carefully attend to the comforts and medical 
treatment of their patients, but also use blisters, obtain 
equally favourable results.’ Now, I ask your readers, if 
I succeed without blisters, as well as those who use them, 
am I not entitled to their verdict? If my success is as 
great without them, what is the use of them? I willingly 
accept your correspondent’s challenge to settle the ques- 
tion, by having ‘two series of chest diseases treated in 
some large public institution, the one with, and the other 
without, blisters.’ Your correspondent says ‘in the same 
manner.’ I do not understand what he means; but if 
he means that the same medicines should be used by 
both parties, I object; each party to have perfect free- 
dom to use what medicines, etc., suit his own ideas. 2nd, 
The other matter referred to by your correspondent is 
the following :—‘Some of Professor Williams’ pupils, for 
a time after starting in practice, follow the teaching of 
their master and eschew blistering; but not quite satis- 
fied with the results, revert to the old practice, and use 
mustard and other counter irritants in many chest 
diseases.’ This is quite true, some weak-kneed ones, and 
particularly those who having been pupils before coming to 
the college, ‘have seen practice,’ often take unkindly to 
my teaching, and soon revolt into the old groove. 3rd. 
Regarding ‘all the great Continental schools, where 
scientific investigation and accurate clinical observation 
alike receive special attention, blisters continue to be 
used.” Granted, but does your correspondent know the 
results ? Perhaps he does. I do.—I am, &c., W. WILLIAMS. 


To which Professor McCall replies by what we con- 
sider the following very proper suggestion : 


S1r,—I have read with a feeling of great disappointment. 
Professur Williams’ reply to my letter in your issue of 
31st ultimo. I had anticipated a reply proving that the 
Professor knew not only more about ‘ reflex action ’ than 
any other of his contemporaries, but that he could, and 
would, prove to them that what they did know was found- 
ed on error. 

As it is, however, he has done neither the one nor the 
other, and, in fact, what he has said and done may be 
stated thus: I have formed an opinion that ‘counter- 
irritation ’ in chest affection is not beneficial, but hurt- 
ful, and therefore the practice must cease. 

As it is evident Professor Williams has no relish for 
a discussion on the action of ‘ counter-irritants,’ at least 
in the columns of a non-professional periodical (but he 
should have thought of this before he lifted his pen), I 
will not press him further here ; but 1 cannot now allow 
the discussion on such an important subject to terminate 
in such an unsatisfactory manner, and accordingly I have 
arranged to transfer the correspondence to the pages of 
the Veterinarian, and further, to deliver a lecture on 
20th proximo to the members of the veterinary profes- 
sion at Newcastle-upon-Tyne, the subject being “ The 
Action and Beneficial Effects of ‘ Counter-Irritation ’ in 
Chest Affections.” I shall be very glad to see you, Mr. 
Editor, and Professor Williams present on that occasion. 

Tam, &., James 
Glasgow, 15th Jan. 
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Professor Williams closes the correspondence so far as 
the agricultural paper is concerned. 
‘Sir 

Professor McCall carefully avoids answering my pro- 
posal that this matter be put to the test, and still goes 
on reiterating well-known arguments in support of his 
opinions. 

He says that in my opinion counter-irritation is not 
beneficial in chest diseases. This is not a matter of 
mere opinion with me, but ‘one which has been forced 
upon me by the results of a long experience. Like Pro- 
fessor Mc’Call, I was once an advocate of this kind of 
treatment, but [ soon found that it was not a successful 
one. 

Professor McCall says that he had anticipated a We sad 
from me, proving that ‘I knew not only more about “ reflex 
action ”’ than any other of my contemporaries, but that 
I could and weuld prove to them that what they did 
know was founded on error.’ This is a compliment to 
me which I am sure 1 don’t deserve. I will say this 
much, however, that if you have an acutely inflamed sur- 
face, and apply an irritant to the skin opposite that sur- 
face, as is dune in the treatment of pleurisy, you will 
most assuredly increase the original inflammation. This 
can easily be proved by causing a superficial inflamma- 
tion around a chronically diseased joint, and dissecting 
the parts, say, three days after, when it will be found 
that the skin, subcutaneous tissues, and the bones, if 
sufficiently near the surface, such as those of the hock, 
pastern, &c., are all involved in the inflammatory action 
thus induced. Inthis manner, counter-irritants are 
beneficial in chronic inflammations, but if the process be 
an acute one, and sufficiently acute, when involving an 
internal organ, so as to endanger life, does it not seem 
irrational to increase the condition of acuteness? 

With regard to to the application of irritants to the 


‘skin of the chest in pure pneumonia or inflammation of 


the substance of the lungs, I cannot see any direct vas- 
cular connection between the parts. This I know, 
however, that when I did apply counter-irritants in the 
treatment of pleurisy or pleuro-pneumonia, the con- 
dition of hydrothorax ending fatally was not an uncom- 
mon one, but that now this dropsy of the chest is almost 
unknown, although pleurisy and pleuro-pneumonia are 
as rife as ever, 

As Professor McCall has quoted a case where his treat- 
ment was successful, I may say that on Wednesday last, 
21st inst., we were called to attend a mare in Leith with 
pleuro-pneumonia, high fever, temperature 106 degs. F., 
&c. Yesterday the temperature was 104 degs. F., and 
breathing much better ; and to-day, 27th inst., her tem- 
perature is normal, and all signs of distress in the breath- 
ing have disappeared, the lungs themselves clearing up, 
and the only palpable signs of ill-health are a still di- 
minished appetite and debility. 

Professor McCali, who is one of the editors of the 
Veterinarian, informs us that he has arranged to trans- 
fer this correspondence to that journal. I do not know, 
Mr. Editor, chethae he has your consent or not, he has 
certainly not asked me for mine; but as the old journal 
seems to be about moribund, I do not object to this ar- 
rangement, to put a little go into the ‘ favourite.’ At the 
same time, I think that this, being a matter of great 

ublic interest, the discussion should be continued in a 
journal like yours, which is read not only by veteri- 
narians, but by medical men and agriculturists, who have 
sufficient knowledge to follow the arguments, and from 
them to form their own opinions.—I am, &c. 


27th January, 1891. W. 


We hope now that in the pages of the professional 
journal the subject will be thoroughly Peet out. 


A Good Example. 


Attempts to advance in the professional sense are 
not so frequent amongst our brethren that we cay 
afford to pass over individual effort in this direction, 
Recognizing this, it is with much pleasure we record 
the fact that on a recent occasion Mr. John H. Jones, 
M.R.C.V.S. obtained the degrees of Bachelor of 
Medicine, Bachelor of Surgery, and Bachelor of 
Obstetrics in the Royal University of Ireland. 

We heartily congratulate Mr. Jones—who holds 
an important position in the Veterinary Staff of the 
Irish Privy Council and who is a graduate of the 
Dick College—in his success; and hope that his ex. 
ample will prove a stimulus to other members of the 
profession to press onward and forward. 


Obituary. 


MR. WILLIAM WOODS, F-.R.C.V.S. 


It is with much regret we have to announce that 
Mr. William Woods, veterinary surgeon, of this 
town, died early on Saturday morning at his resi. 
dence, Brentwood, Wigan Lane, after a long and 
distressing illness. The deceased had _ enjoyed 
apparently good health until the beginning of last 
year. when he was prostrated for a time with some 
internal complaint. A short respite from his usually 
active professional duties proved beneficial, but work 
was no sooner resumed than the disease seemed once 
again to assert itself. He was ordered rest, and 
visited North Wales and Harrogate, and so much 
better did he feel from the change that he was able 
to be removed to his new residence in Wigan Lane, 
then just completed. The hopes of permanent 
benefit from the holiday were. however, found to be 
baseless, for he gradually grew weaker, and passed 
quietly away about half-past one on Saturday 
morning. 

By birth, associations, and inclination, Mr. Woods 
may be considered to have been made a veterinary 
surgeon. His father, grandfather, and great grand- 
father, we believe, all successfully practised the 
veterinary art in Wigan. When the deceased 
attained the age of manhood, the profession was 
undergoing a rapid transformation, royal sanction 
having been obtained to the creation of a school for 
the education and examination of students for the 
profession. Mr. Woods, though qualified by actual 
service to be enrolled as a member of the new school, 
attended college at Edinburgh and passed the 
requisite examinations, and so became enrolled on 
the list of veterinary surgeons, at a time when many 
other men, who have since distinguished themselves 
in the profession were his fellow-students. He 
entered into partnership with the late Mr. Middle. 
hurst, who succeeded his father as leading practitioue! 
in Wigan, and on the retirement of the former, 000 
tinued the practice on his own account in Millgate, 
and afterwards removed to Western-place, Standish- 
gate. A few years ago he took into partnership 4 
only son, who since his father’s illness has had f 
charge of the extensive practice. Few only outside 
his own immediate centre of friends knew the h! 
estimation in which the deceased was held in the 
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veterinary profession. Some years ago he was elected 
a Fellow of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 
and afterwards was appointed one of the vice-pre- 
sidents on the governing body of the profossion, whilst 
he was also one of the examiners for the diploma of 
membership. He took a great interest in and was 
one of the council of the Veterinary Benevolent and 
Defence Society, which was formed for the purpose 
of assisting the widows and children of veterinary 
surgeons dying in poor circumstances, and also with 
the object of helping any member who} should 
become involved in a law suit owing to a charge of 
malpractice, wrong advice, etc. He had also filled 
the office of President of the Lancashire Veterinary 
Medical Society. Undoubtedly he was highly es- 
teemed by the members of his own profession, whilst 
he was equally respected by his numerous friends 
and acquaintances in the district. His own work, 
however, had too great a charm for him to allow 
him to devote much time or attention to public life. 
He was a Churchman, one of the broad school, and 
for some years filled the office of churchwarden at 
St. George’s, the church which he regularly at- 
tended. He was one of the trustees of the old 
Wigan Mechanics’ Institution, and for a long term 
served on the board of directors. He occupied the 
position of Government inspector under the Couta- 
gious Diseases (Animals) Act for both the borough 
and the Wigan county petty sessiona] division, and 
was for many years the veterinary adviser to the 
local branch of the Royal Society for the Prevention 
of Cruelty to Animals, a position he resigned. we 
understand, because he could not agree with their 
methods of procedure, which he endeavoured to get 
altered, though without success. It is stated that 
his name was on the next list for appointment as 
Justice of the peace for the borough, an honour to 
which he was justly entitled, and which he would 
long ago have received had he been an active 
politician.—The Wigan Observer. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
REGISTRATION OF SHOEING-SMITHS. 


IR, 
As a provincial practitioner and proprietor of a shoeing 
—_ [ also venture to send you my views on the above 

eme. 


_ Further, any measure calculated to promote a healthy 
rivalry amongst the men, inducing them to endeavour to 
oe themselves, not only as skilled workmen, but 
80 socially and morally, must be a step in the right 
rection, and I take it that before a man can register he 
be fdas only to satisfy examiners as to his techni- 
i eal ng also to give some evidence of respectability 
Again, if, as I suppose they will, the men have oppor- 
ae afforded them of attending lectures or feces. 
n Classes in large centres they may at the same time 

© part of their duty to burn lampas, dock 
that by so doing they lay themselves 


aSrr, 


open to prosecution—a fact of which, I think, they 


are not at present generally aware. 


Personally I shall be very pleased if I find that all my 


men are anxious to register, and I shall endeavour to 
facilitate their so doing. 


Consider fora moment the position of a proprietor of 


a forge defending an action for injury to a horse caused 
by the act of shoeing—what stronger defence could you 
possibly have than this—* The man who shod this horse is 
a registered shoeing-smith, | employ none but registered 
smiths.” 
to us a great safe-guard against such actions at law. 


1 believe that this registration scheme may be 


With regard to the conservatism that some of our 


members seem to entertain for the word “ Farrier” I 
confess I do not share it. 
ted interest in the title 1 shall be very pleased to relegate 
it entirely to the shoeing smith. 


So far as I have any ves- 


Formerly the Blacksmith was the Farrier. When he 


again resumes the title the veterinary surgeon will 
shake it off, and stand further aloof from it than he 
has ever done.—Yours faithfully, 


R. C. Triecer, F.R.C.V.S. 


ROYAL VETERINARY UNIVERSITY OF GREAT 


BRITAIN versus ROYAL COLLEGE OF 
VETERINARY SURGEONS. 


Sir. 
M.R.C.VS., practising in foreign lands, would appre- 


ciate the above change gratefully indeed. I have had 
unpleasant experience, and know of several other Scotch 
M.R.C.V.S., practising in the United States, where 
quacks and other parties interested in injuring us, have 
written for lists of graduates of the Royal Veterinary 
College. 
Camden Town School. 
own and the other cases referred to—to be graduates of 
the Scotch Colleges, their names were not recorded in 
the Camden Town School list, not even mention made 
that other schools existed, with the result that we were 
published and hounded all over the country as quacks 
and pretenders, and these lists of graduates displayed. 


Their letters, of course, were answered by the 
If they happened—as in my 


Surely this is proof enough of the necessity of a 


change of name in our diploma-granting body, suffi- 
ciently distinct from any teaching schvol.—Yours, &c., 


Dakota. A Scotcu M.R.C.V\S. 


SCHOLARSHIPS. 


I notice in your issue of the 31st ult., an Editorial on 
my recent unsuccessful attempt to persuade the Council 
of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons to establish 
a Scholarship or Bursary for the purpose of encouraging 
and assisting young graduates to persevere in their 
scientific studies, more especially in the direction of im- 
proving their knowledge in pathological matters. 

You acknowledge the importance of the subject, but 
yon seem to think there are difficulties in the way of 
arranging the course to be pursued in reference to the 


awarding of the Bersary and to the prosecution of such 


a scheme as that proposed. These difficultes are, in my 
opinion of very secondary importance, and on the old 
principle, “ That if the will exists the way may be 
found,” there should be no great effort needed to sur- 
mount them. The only argument urged against my 
proposal (in Committee and at the Council Board) was 
that tho finances of the College did not warrant the ex- 
penditure of such a large annual sum as, say, 75 or 100 
guineas, and this argument was founded by its author 
on the limited income of the College from invested 
monies, without (as I pointed out in Committee) taking 
into consideration the large income annually derived 
from students’ fees—over and above expenditure for 
examinations, etc._-an income exceeding £600. 
Notwithstanding the “ nibbling” nature of the pro- 
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ceeding I was gratified that, accepting the proposal of 
Mr. Hunting, made in Committee, the Council deter- 
mined upon voting an annual sum of £50 towards the 
object I have in view. 

y motion was made in no narrow spirit, and, re- 
cognising that “all things come to those who can afford 
to wait,’ [am content to accept in the meantime the 
emasculation of my proposal by the Council.—I am, Sir, 
Yours obediently, 

Tuomas WALLEY. 


JOHN HENRY STEEL—A SUGGESTION. 


Sir, 

Reading the very interesting obituary notice which 
appeared in your last week’s issue I cannot help think- 
ing that the profession has lost one to whom it is greatly 
indebted, Far reaching indeed mnst be the example 
and work which he gave us; far beyond his own short 
life will the effect of his zeal for the profession be felt. 
Iam not generally a believer in monuments or testi- 
monials, but when an acknowledgement of merit in the 
departed can be made to act also as an impetus to the 
living I think we may all welcome a suggestion for its 
attainment. Professor Steel did well for us as writer, 
teacher and worker. To him, conjointly with Mr. Ban- 
ham, we are indebted for the establishment ofj the 
National Veterinary Association, which I hope will some 
day be as wide-spread, and as powerful and useful to us 
asis The British Medical Association to the Human 
practitioner. This Association sprang direct from the 
Veterinary Congress, and I have heard that some sur- 
plus funds remain from that meeting. If so, could they 
not be utilized in forming a John Steel prize under the 
auspices of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 
I venture to think Professor Steel has grateful admirers 
in the profession who would be glad to add their mite 
to such a fund in recognition of the man, and in further- 
ance of his good works. 

Yours faithfully, 
ONE OF HIS STUDENTS. 


[We should be glad to see this suggestion put into 
practice, and can promise every assistance in our power 
towards so good au object.—Eb. | 


PRACTICAL WORK AT THE ROYAL VETER- 
INARY COLLEGE. 
Dear Sir, 

After reading Mr. Lambert’s letter to the Council, and 
the remarks made in The Record last week about practi- 
cal work and students, 1 feel bound to ask you to pub- 
lish a few facts that will throw some light upon the 
manner in which the practical work is neglected at the 
Royal Veterinary College. I do so with the hope that 
it may do some good. During the time I was at College, 
not many months past, some students, feeling backward 
in their practical knowledge, presented a petition, signed 
by most of the students. to Professor Brown, asking 
him to arrange that some useful practical work might be 
taught ; and the result was that a Professor—one of the 
ablest—was deputed to show students how to cast horses 
with ropes. I had then been at College two-and-a-half 
years, and 1 can positively say it was the first time since my 
entrance we were shown and made to do the work of 
casting, and fastening a horse, it being usual for the 
Professor about to operate to tell one of the grooms to 
fasten the animal instead of taking the trouble to order 
and see that one of the students did it. At the beginning 
of the next term I believe the Professor had other in. 
structions and the result is that there are scores of men 
in the College who cannot cast and fasten a horse. Dur- 
ing my three years at College we were never shown how 


to cast a bullock, fasten a sheep, or hold a young calf, 
pig, or cat for castration. I could mention several 
freshly fully qualified men who could not give a ball, 
pass a catheter or even tape muzzle a dog; now these 
things are hardly credible, but none the less true. One of 
the reasons why some of these simple things are not 
learnt is because clinicalship is not compulsory, and some 
of those who do pass the clinical examination are not 
made to do the work, but with the aid of a few coppers 
pass the balling, drenching, blistering, etc., on to the 
groom in charge of the case. 

A few words about the examinations. Why cannot 
each student be told his number and the hour he must 

resent himself a day previous to the examination, 
instead of having to wait about for hours to 
find out when his turn comes? Why is not the 
written portion of the practical examination conducted 
properly? Students walk in, sit where they like ; take 
in books; talk to each other; crib, and even walk out 
after seeing the questions to look them up before return- 
ing. Why do not the practical examiners ask the 
students to do practical things instead of questioning 
them on subjects which they have already passed at the 
theoretical part of the examination?  - 

Can anyone wonder at Mr. Lambert’s remarks to the 
Council? and who can fail to see on which side the 
fault is? At the Army examination one gets a fair test 
as his eye knowledge, but at the College the chief 


part of it is a farce. 
Yours faithfully, X 


“ HORSE DOCTORS DIFFER.” 
Dear Sir, 

It is necessary that the the profession should know 
that the paragraph you quote from the Leith Pilot does 
not contain the facts of the case, which are as follows :— 

On the Thursday and Saturday prior to the trial | 
examined a bay gelding with four white legs, a blaze on 
his face, and marked on his near fore foot with the 
number 1/536, and fouid him lame from ringbone on 
his off fore pastern, but found his tendons clean. When 
I appeared at Leith Court, I found that the defender was 
to be charged for driving a horse suffering from sprained 
tendon. I also found that the defender had no agent, so 
I took the case in hand, and I think that every one will 
agree with me that the verdict was not according to 
evidence. 

Two “ Cruelty’ men, a policeman, and a veterinary 
surgeon spoke to having seen the horse, and not one 
could tell the colour or the marks of identification!!! The 
magistrate—a pawnbroker—considered that he knew 
more about horses and their diseases than Mr. De Jong 
or myself, and also considered that my friend Mr. Reid 
(whose occupation is to inspect the slaughter houses of 
Leith) had far more experience in horses than I had. 

It seemed to me that it was a matter of no conse- 
quence to the magistrate whether it was a horse, a cow, 
or anything—all he wanted to know to convict upon was 
the statement of the witnesses for the prosecution. This, 
surely, is a very lax method of administering justice. It 
reminds me of a case of ‘a man once arrested in Edin- 
burgh for being drunk and disorderly, and next morning 
being fined seven and sixpence for keeping a savage dog: 


—Yours faithfully, 
W. Owen WILLIAMS. 


Communications acknowledged: A Sketch, Mr. W. 
F. Greenhalgh. 


Anerror occurred in the Clinical Notes on “ Paralysis, 
printed last week. Third line of P.M., for “ ilium 
ischium.” 
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